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The following summarizes recent developments in Panama, resulting from disclosures by former
chief of staff Roberto Diaz Herrera concerning the involvement of armed forces commander Gen.
Manuel Antonio Noriega in electoral fraud, and the deaths of two political leaders. (See CAU
06/10/87 for details on Diaz's statements.) June 9: Hundreds of riot police clashed with protesters
demonstrating in support of Diaz, and demanding the resignation of Gen. Noriega. The US, which
maintains a major military headquarters in Panama, issued a statement urging a full investigation of
the allegations made June 8 by Diaz Herrera who retired last week, largely at the behest of Noriega.
In attempts to clear several major thoroughfares of makeshift barriers erected by the demonstrators
in the early morning hours, the police said several people had been detained and an unknown
number wounded. They declined to be more specific. Noriega, who has commanded Panama's
armed forces since August 1983, accused Diaz of participating in an anti-government conspiracy
and said Diaz was guilty of "high treason." The general has denied charges that he had a role in
the killing of political opponent Hugo Spadafora and in stealing the last presidential election. The
Roman Catholic Church issued a statement Monday, saying Diaz's charges should be investigated.
"We believe that if the capital points of this testimony are not explained, the anguish and lack of
confidence the nation is living through will continue," said the statement signed by Archbishop
Marcos McGrath. Diaz told reporters that Noriega had ordered an assault team to storm the house
in a residential area of the capital where he has been staying since the weekend with several
bodyguards. Diaz's allegations of fraud in the May 1984 presidential elections the country's first
direct balloting for president in 16 years have provoked uproar among many Panamanians who
voted for the opposition candidate and loser of the race, former President Arnulfo Arias. US State
Department spokesperson, Phyllis Oakley, said, "We support the efforts of Panamanians to get
all the facts out in a manner that is fair to all. Panamanians can resolve this situation only on the
basis of the truth." Similar accusations against Noriega have been made before. Diaz's statements
represent the first time a Panamanian official has openly accused the general of complicity in
criminal activities. Some US observers state that his charges could trigger a split within the army,
which seized power in 1968 and has imposed or deposed the last five presidents, or a move toward
complete military control of the country. In the past, US officials have expressed concern over
evidence that Noriega was involved in drug smuggling, money laundering and spying for Cuba.
Noriega has always denied the charges, but the accusations have led to speculation in Panama
that the Reagan administration was trying to oust him. In calling on Panama to investigate Diaz's
charges, administration officials said they wanted to send a clear signal of disapproval to Noriega,
but at the same time refrain from giving the impression of US interference in Panama's internal
affairs. "We stress that this whole controversy is an internal Panamanian matter," said Oakley.
In the evening, the Ministry of Education announced that schools in the capital city and the San
Miguelito district on the outskirts of the city would be closed for the remainder of the week. This
decision followed several clashes between students and police anti-riot squads. In response to a call
by the opposition Christian Democratic Party, on Monday and Tuesday university students blocked
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several key avenues in the capital. June 10: According to a statement issued by the government of
President Eric Arturo Del Valle, the government's political opponents are seeking to regain power
which they lost in 1968 through the "easy way" of foreign support. In exchange, opponents are
suspected of being willing to cooperate in permitting the US to maintain control over the Panama
Canal Zone into the year 2000. Violent street clashes between anti-government protesters and riot
police took place in Panama City and Colon. Business activities were virtually paralyzed. The most
severe disturbances took place in Panama City, and were the most serious since Gen. Noriega
became commander of the armed forces. Most Panamanians say that in practice Noriega controls
the government. The broad avenues of the downtown area became a battleground where riot
squads, known as the Dobermans, were pelted with rocks and debris. In many incidents the police,
carrying shields and rubber truncheons, were forced to flee as protesters charged them and battered
their vehicles with uprooted lampposts. Lingering tear gas and smoke from burning cars turned
the air gray above the city of 400,000. Shooting could be heard throughout the afternoon, as police
fired buckshot and pepper-gas grenades at the crowds. The National Civil Crusade, a newly formed
coalition of opposition union and civic groups, including the Chamber of Commerce, declared a
nationwide general strike at noon. The five major opposition parties formed a Patriotic Junta of
National Resistance and ordered their members to demonstrate in the streets, blocking traffic. The
junta called for Noriega to resign. The strike call was supported by the "junta" of political parties.
In contrast, it was rejected by two labor organizations, the Workers Confederation of the Republic
of Panama (CTRP), and the Panamanian Workers National Central (CNTP). The latter issued a
statement requesting that Panamanians not permit themselves to be dragged into supporting
the political interests of employer organizations. The latter, it said, had never before concerned
themselves with the problems of the majority of Panamanians. Next, in a statement published in LA
PRENSA, the CNTP accused the US Embassy of interfering in Panama's internal affairs. Riot police
stormed a television station and clubbed the manager, Bolivar Marques, and at least five employees.
The station had been broadcasting news about the riots. Radio Continente, one of the few stations
not directly controlled by the government, went off the air at 9 a.m. when its electricity was cut off
and police hurled tear gas into its offices, according to Mayin Correa, a national legislator whose
family owns the station. Meanwhile, in an interview at his home, Col. Diaz called on Washington
to release damning information that he claims several US agencies have about Noriega. "If the
United States will open its dossier on Noriega, everyone in Panama will have the courage to speak
out," Diaz said. He claimed that Noriega informed US officials about his measures to maintain
tight control over leftist movements in Panama, and had permitted some violations of treaties
governing the Panama Canal in order to aid US military actions in Central America. According
to Diaz, these moves were Noriega's "insurance policy" to dissuade US officials from revealing
information about his involvement in drugs and weapons traffic in the region. June 11: After an
early-morning meeting with his cabinet, President Del Valle issued a statement declaring that the
country was henceforth under a state of siege. The statement condemned the political opposition
for attempting to seize power by force, and for its plans to "extend the climate of subversion"
throughout the country. Among the suspended constitutional guarantees are privacy of postal and
telephone communications, press freedoms, freedom of movement, liberty to hold meetings and
outdoor demonstrations. Previous authorization from the government is required for meetings
and demonstrations. Military and police personnel have sweeping search and seizure powers.
The president's decision will require congressional approval if it lasts over 10 days. The current
unrest is considered the most serious challenge faced by Del Valle since large-scale labor strikes in
March 1986. Six opposition parties requested that the administration resign so that the parties could
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establish a provisional government. At a rally attended by thousands of cheering sympathizers,
Gen. Noriega said the armed forces will act with prudence and will not fall into "the violence the
opposition is seeking to provoke." He accused the political opposition parties and business persons
of "calling for a democracy they do not practice, which they expect to receive it from foreign hands."
As the crowd shouted "Not One Step Backwards," Noriega pledged that the armed forces will
defend the constitution, and Panama's rights vis-a-vis a treaty signed with Washington in 1977
under which Panama is to receive control over the canal zone on the last day of 1999. (Basic data
from several reports by Agence France Presse, Prensa Latina, Reuters, Washington Post, New York
Times)

-- End --
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